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ABSTRACT

Digital violence against women is one of the most prominent legal,
social, and ethical challenges facing most countries in the
contemporary era, especially with the global expansion in the use of
5G networks and digital technologies, as it is a transcontinental crime.
Social media platforms have become a double-edged sword, capable
of achieving both good and evil, and now occupy a significant space
in modern life. Digital violence against women poses a serious threat
to Muslim societies, including Malaysia. The central problem of this
paper lies in the existence of a clear legislative and security gap in
addressing digital violence against women in many Muslim-majority
countries, including Malaysia as the study context. Existing positive
laws and modem legislation lack explicit, specific provisions that
criminalize all forms of digital violence against individuals, especially
vulnerable groups such as women and children, including crimes like
cyberstalking, extortion, and threats. This study examined the concept
of digital violence against women and proposed a legal definition of
the term. It also explored the prevalent forms of digital violence against
women in Muslim societies and analyzed specific cases of such
violence in Malaysia. Subsequently, the researchers analyzed the
Shariah and legal frameworks for protecting women from digital
violence in Malaysia and assessed their current effectiveness,
employing descriptive and analytical methodologies supported by an
inductive approach based on a variety of available sources. The
findings revealed a legislative gap in Malaysian laws, as current
statutes do not cover all forms of digital violence against women and
lack specific provisions addressing it. Additionally, there are executive
and security challenges that hinder the efforts of relevant authorities.
The study recommends enacting specific legislation targeting digital
violence to protect vulnerable groups like women and children or at
least amending existing laws to incorporate articles that criminalize
this type of violence. It also advocates for strengthening oversight
mechanisms and raising community awareness about the seriousness
of this crime, which transcends the digital space into the physical
reality.
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