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ABSTRACT

There are many contemporary issues, which are subject to debate
among Muslim scholars. This study aims to introduce the concept
of legitimate benefits “maslahah shari’ah” as a new lens to allow
the scholars to solve their intellectual disagreements. Legitimate
benefits concept offers a foundation for scholars, to debate
concepts, and to reach an opinion that is applicable in the modern
society. Moreover, it allows the revising judgments to adapt to the
dynamic nature of our modern societies. The dynamic nature of
our modern societies is a source for many challenges to our
scholars, and on how they can issue verdicts in many issues that
have no clear mention in the traditional sources of Islamic
jurisprudence. Hence, the proposed concept of legitimate benefits
“maslahah shari’ah” which views the issues and the offered
solutions from the benefits that can be reflected on the society with
more emphasis on the changes between the old issues and the
issues for debate, milieu, differences between similar cases, and
the necessities that affect the issue. The study will discuss on
several important issues of interest. The first issue is the usage of
interest and its roots in Islamic jurisprudence. How the concept of
legitimate lenefits “maslahah shari’ah” can be utilized to achieve
the ultimate objectives of Shariah. In addition to providing a
rationale for applying the concept of legitimate lenefits “maslahah
shari’ah” to assess the merits and possible ramification of
scholarly opinion on contemporary issues, and how to evaluate the
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benefits of different scholar’s opinion to reach a better application

of scholarly opinion in our modern dynamic societies.

Keywords: maslahah, tarjih, Good governance, Contemporary
Issues
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